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Report and Recommendations of the Columbia River Fiscal Impact Advisory Committee 
May 21, 2103 

 
Committee Members: 

1. Jim Bridwell 
2. Bruce Buckmaster 
3. Trey Carskadon 
4. Hobe Kytr 
5. Nick Myatt, chair 
6. Tony Nigro 
7. Cameron Smith 

 
The Fiscal Impact Advisory Committee (Committee) met on April 3, 2013 and May 14, 
2013 to review the Fiscal Impact Statement (FIS) that was filed with the Secretary of 
State and provided to the agency’s notice list regarding the economic effects of the 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission’s (Commission) Columbia River fishery 
management rules.  The Director of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(Department) appointed the Committee to address concerns previously raised by 
petitioners in the Court of Appeals that the FIS filed with the rules adopted by the 
Commission in December 2012 did not accurately reflect the economic effect the rules 
would have.   
 
Under the authority of ORS 183.333, the Committee was directed to review and evaluate 
the FIS published by the Secretary of State on April 1, 2013 and recommend to the 
Commission whether it was adequate.  To make that recommendation, the Committee 
focused on three basic questions.  1) Do the rules, as proposed, have an economic effect? 
2) Is the FIS filed adequate to notify the people whose economic interests would be 
affected that their interests would be affected and now is the time to testify regarding 
those interests? 3) Is the FIS filed adequate to apprise the Commission, at least initially, 
on the general fiscal effects of the rules, recognizing that additional information and 
testimony will also inform the Commission? Formation of the committee and review of 
the new FIS also responds to a request on April 3, 2013 for the appointment of a Fiscal 
Impact Advisory Committee for these rules made by the petitioners in the Court of 
Appeals case. 
 
On April 3, the Committee heard from Department staff, including its economist, who 
described the substance and basis for the conclusions in the FIS.  It heard from 
Department legal counsel regarding the purpose and nature of the recommendations the 
Committee was being asked to make.  The committee also heard public testimony from 
commercial fishermen attending the meeting regarding the effects of the rule.  The 
Committee discussed and voted on the adequacy of the FIS. 
 
Following the April 3 meeting, the Department received concerns from the petitioners 
that adequate public notice was not provided for the meeting due to the public notice 
being filed 21 hours instead of 24 hours prior to the meeting.  To ensure adequate public 
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notice and additional opportunity for public comment, the committee held another 
meeting on May 14. 
 
The Committee met again on May 14, however committee member Cameron Smith was 
absent due to illness. The committee received another briefing and update from the 
Department economist, and received public correspondence on the fiscal impact of the 
rules and the procedural method by which the FIAC was addressing those issues.  The 
Committee again discussed the adequacy of the FIS, and voted again to determine 
whether any additional information received by the committee altered a committee 
member’s view of whether the FIS was adequate.  The “no” votes on questions two and 
three below were cast by the representatives of the commercial fishing industry. 
 
Both meetings were public meetings, and minutes taken of the meetings are incorporated 
into this report and recommendation by reference. 
 
Recommendations of the Committee (vote is shown in parentheses): 
 
 The Committee recommends that: 
 

1. The Commission find that the rules as proposed have an economic effect (7-0 on 
April 3; 6-0 on May 14). 
 

2. The Commission find that the Fiscal Impact Statement filed is adequate to notify 
the people whose economic interests would be affected that their interests would 
be affected and now is the time to testify regarding those interests (5-2 on April 3; 
4 – 2 on May 14).   

 
3. The Commission find that Fiscal Impact Statement filed is adequate to apprise the 

Commission, at least initially, on the general fiscal effects of the rules (5-2 on 
April 3; 4 – 2 on May 14).   
 

 
 
 
Submitted by 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Nick Myatt, 
Chair, Fiscal Impact Advisory Committee 
Columbia River management rules 
 


